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IIl. The Cross: “Darkness over all the earth”
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-_%- we have reached the conclusion of ‘Section II’, we must have

come to the realisation that, on the one hand, the Righteous, Just, and Hc'v
God could not tolerate the then prevailing wickedness of humankiny, e
therefore decreed that the answer lies in the extinction of the € >tirc: human
race, but on the other hand, God who is also Gracious, Lovin,. 2 a Mercifv’,
has orchestrated the preparation of the Ark, “to keep them alive ', Gen 6:20, ana
thus He has spared all life on Earth, in general, and humz n’.y. in particular

In like manner, humankind is once again racing ve~y speedily .»wards
eternal damnation by the same Righteous, Just, a~d 1Ioly God, 2nd the Earth,
which the human race has totally ‘abused’, is r.0»* condemreu to extinction,
vide infra, however, by the Grace, Love, and i 'ercy of God The Father, He has
prepared another ‘Ark of Salvation’, whi k. brings us *o th2 pivotal event in
the history of the world, “for God so ivven the werl!’. that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believct in Himr si:01.1d not perish, but have
everlasting life”, john 3:16 . For gevainely God “wil have all men to be saved
and to come unto the knowle ige of the ’:t\', 1 im. 2:4, SO much so that at the
incarnation of the Son of Lad on Earth: “he people which sat in darkness
saw great Light; anc tu th >m whica sat in the region and shadow of death
Light is sprung np " s=.« £16.

The Crurifixion of our J.cra and saviour Jesus Christ, His redemptive
death, and Mis glsrious resun cction is a subject that is so dear to my heart,
which is ~overed, in exwon <o, in another article entitled: ‘What is the Hour?"*

# . rrucxionisa sub ec. that cannot be covered in a short space, it warranted a devoted paper

in ‘ts uwn rigbh*. He vever, in brief, the torture of nailing, the agony of muscle pain and the
gra. itational ¢ ¥ect ; of hanging on a wooden beam cause a very slow death by dehydration,
wypovelemic ~hock, acidosis, dysrhythmias, heart failure, pulmonary embolism, and sepsis from
nail sites ~r t.2 usual accompanying scourging. All of these leads to exhaustion but as the whole-
body weighcis being supported by the outstretched arms thus causing difficulty in breathing and
eventually asphyxiation. And that's what makes crucifixion the most inhumane method of
punishment, other than being eaten alive by purposefully starved animals for predation. The
term ‘excruciating’ to describe the extremes of pain is literally derived from: ‘out of crucifying’.
Notwithstanding, it was the method of capital punishment used in the dark ages of the Roman
times, which is recently revived by the retrograde cruel and inhumane societies, e.g., Islamic
States, Saudi Arabia and Iran and the totalitarian regimes, e.g,, North Korea, China and Russia.



* All Biblical “quotations” are from the Authorised King James Version - KJV

I. The place of ‘Hosanna’in the A&A Rite Ritual:

I never tire from expressing my deep admiration for the skillful compilers
of our beloved Masonic Ritual, over the years, more especially for the very
clever usage of some celebrated words which are not only quite memarzble
but are also very meaningful in imparting the important message cozrained
therein, the usage of the word Hosanna’ is no exception.

The only time “Hosanna” is communicated is in the Second Point in the 13"
Ceremony, after the candidate for Perfection has completod Eis jorirrey
from darkness to light, on two occasions, as follows:

a. As an observant, on the first occasion, when 3!! tie assemh ea brethren
rise; and in time with the Sovereign, all give tte urst Sign, saying the word
“Hosanna” seven times, to the rhythm of the knocks of the negree.

b. Shortly thereafter, the Candidate is decorated with :is Collar and Jewel,
and the Signs and Words are communicated and oxplained in full.

The first Sign is appropriately callea the ““igiy «f Adoration’, in compliance
with the modern meaning of vhe word Hosanna. That said, in view of the
other historical aspect i1. t1e ineaning o: the word, namely as a plea to:
‘Save’ which will be discissed in Gerans in the next section, suffice it to
say, at this stage, that it .nay exp;nine why at the conclusion of every opening
of our Chapters. 1.2 Sovereign alvvays gives the first part of the second Sign
saying, as if in 2 piea: “Save. we beseech Thee, O God in Heaven, Creator
and Sovere'gn of all things, us Thine unworthy children”.

). The Ltymology and Exact Meaning:

Not all the Lixguistic scholars are fully in agreement with regards to the
exact origin of the word Hosanna as we know it in the English Language.

It is believed to be derived from the Greek or Aramaic word: (H)Osanna as it
is also known in Latin, as well as in the Arabic Tongue, which is considered
to be the transliteration of the Hebrew word: Héshi’ah nna or Hoshana.

Etymologically, it comes from two Hebraic words: ‘yasha’ which means ‘to
save, rescue or deliver’ and anna’ which means ‘please, | beseech’. Hence,



Hosanna is therefore often translated “save now”, “please, save us” or “Oh
Save us, we pray’.

Interestingly, yasha’ also forms the root of the name Yeshua, the Hebraic
name of our Lord, which means ‘to save’: “And thou shalt call His name
JESUS, ‘i.e. Yeshua’, for He shall save His people from their sins”, Matt. 1:21.
And as you may undoubtedly recollect, from the article Emmanuel’: His
actual name in Aramaic, His mother tongue, is Jeheshuah’, pronounced
Yeheshua, which, quite significantly, means in full: Jehovah is Salvatic .

If, however, as some scholars believe, and lead us so to underste i d, that the
Hebrew root of the word ‘yasha’comes from a different verb v>1.;e which
means: ‘to cause or to bring about salvation’, in which tens<z Hosanna
clearly becomes a command, or rather a plea, to cause ¢r 2 bring ibout
salvation, and therefore this ‘old’ interpretation rema.ns extant.

Hence, it is not surprising that in the KJ¥ * prokahly the mes. accurate
translation, Ps. 118:25 reads: “Save Now;, I besecl: thee, O T.oxd. O Lord, |
beseech thee, send now prosperity”! Ther 4are, howewor, many alternative
translations: e.g. “Oh save, Jehovah ...” ", "which basic.!ly confirms it to be a
plea, exactly as intended in the original usage in the Scripture.

In fact, it must be noted that all the phrases thatare in use in the English
translations, namely: “Save now”, “Save us, we pray’, or “Oh save”, when
spoken in Hebrew do actually sound (ike. or very close to, Hosanna.

In order toetablish the rele 7ant context of all the Biblical references, it is
important to m.ake tiroe rather significant observations, as follows:

1. Coutrary to nenclar perception, the word Hosanna, in the N.T., was in
facuvust d on *we separate occasions and not just once:

a. Fizey, as it is generally well known, it was bellowed by the
multitude which joined the Lord Jesus on His way to Jerusalem, on the
occasion of His Triumphal entry there, during the passion week leading to
His death on the Cross.

* As well as in almost all other concurrent or contemporary English
translations, especially the New International Version (NIV).



* Asin ]. N. Darby Bible Translation.

b. The second, which is usually overlooked, when it was uttered in
the Temple, by the children only, which prompted a critical reaction from
the Chief Priests and Scribes, and the Lord’s response with quite a telling
rebuke to them, as detailed in Matt 21:12 - 16.

2. The word Hosanna is concocted with two other references:

a. “Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord”, Ps. 11£.76, =5
reverberated in the words of praise and adoration which were suok=x by
the multitude.

b. “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, ani¢ having
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a coi: the foal o1 anass”,
Zech. 9:9, which was fulfilled by the action of the Lord himself, in His riding
into Jerusalem on a donkey.

3. The original Hebraic and Aramaic words fo.: Hosanna, 1.>. 1oshana or
Osanna respectively, must have been knowri t), and well-i chearsed by, the
gathering crowd of the time, being a directquote fiom 7s. 118:25: “Save
now, I beseech thee, O Lord”, wherz the context was chat of a plea.

Accordingly, although the old ‘g leading’ iz:te1 pretation, based on the above,
does not fully explain the occurrence in the Gospels, where the context is
that of celebration and jub:lation, but thy textual connections of ‘praising’
will become obviouc. viave infra.

Let us then look, ‘a more detaiis, z« the six references in the N.T. where the
word Hosanw< 1s found, five of these are in two Synoptic Gospels, namely
those Accoruing to St. Matthew and St. Mark, and the sixth, which is even
more distincy i1 the Gnapel According to St. John, as follows:

Three ‘in.es in == Cospel According to St. Matthew:

e “iI'he multivudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying:
Hosa.>va to the Son of David, blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest”, Matt 21:9.

« “And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things
that He did, and the children crying in the Temple, and saying:
Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased (i.e. they
were indignant)”, Matt 21:15.



Twice in the Gospel According to St. Mark:

e “They that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying:
Hosanna; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Blessed
be the Kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the
Lord: Hosanna in the highest”, Mark 11:9 & 10.

Once in the Gospel According to St. John:

e “Much people that were come to the feast, when they hea.d ti.at Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees, ana went
forth to meet Him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is thc King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord”, John 12:12-13.

P.S. Inthe Gospel According to St. Luke:

» Although the word Hosannais not specifi-aiiy menticned in Luke’s
Gospel, therein is the reference to th2* seme theme: Rlessed be the
King that cometh in the name of the I'ord: peace za heaven, and glory
in the highest”, Luke 19:38.

It is quite obvious that there is a sl'i/t from t“e ~or.;ext of ‘pleading’ for
salvation in the 0.T., to the cont2xt of ‘pr..ising' and jubilation in the N.T.

This is clearly exemplified by the Lord Himself, when He unceremoniously
cleansed the Temple Ly a-iving the men2ychangers and those who were
buying and selling ite.n+, for their cwn profit, in “His house of prayer” and
as the children fc¢'iowed Him in h - Temple crying out: “Hosanna to the son
of David”, He zraciously con. mended those children as He was scorned by
the chief pricots and the scriues, whom He rebuked quoting from, or rather
paraphrasing, /’s. 8:2: ea; have ye never read: out of the mouths of babes
and sucn'ings thou hast perfected praise?”, Matt 21:16. Hence, the Lord here
had ccrtainly eqapt asized the element of ‘praise’ in the outpouring of the
wore. Hosanna.

1 like manner, on the occasion of the triumphant entrance of the Lord
Jesus into Jerusalem “riding upon an ass and a colt the foal of an ass”, one of
the few events which is recorded in all four Gospels, there it was clearly a
joyous celebration, and ever since the word %osanna’ has been used as an
expression of adoration which could be almost translated: ‘praise God'.



On the one hand, it was the tradition, which is still observed amongst the
Orthodox Jewish community, during Sukkot, a 7-day feast which is meant
to be held in Tents or Booths, aka The Feast of Tabernacles, as in the olden
days, Lev. 23:33-43, wherein “on the first day, ye shall take the boughs of
goodly trees, branches of palm trees .... And ye shall rejoice before the Lord
your God seven days”. Therein the ‘Psalms of Praise’, Psalms 113 - 118, which
are also known as Hallel * are read or recited, culminating on the seventi
and last day with the ‘Hoshana Rabba’or the Great Hosanna, as they s’iom
“Save now”, “Oh Save” or “Please, save us” i.e. Hoshana, Ps. 118: 25, a5 an
additional prayer is specifically included.

The context, therefore, is: A plea for salvation!

On the other hand, the gathering multitude, “when they nc2rd that [ecus
was coming to Jerusalem” they likewise “took branche: of palm trees and
went forth to meet Him”, as He triumphantly enterod jerusalem, and there
and then they hailed Him “and cried, Hosanna: 2ie ;sed is ti.e King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord”, John 72:1.%13, anc he. ¢ St. John is
recording, but slightly paraphrasing the orcplietic stitzment: “Blessed be
he that cometh in the name of the Lord: e have bieszed you out of the
house of the Lord”, Ps. 118:26.

We also read that “All this wag conz, that .« = igat be fulfilled, which was
spoken by the prophet (Zez:a1:ah), saying: rell ye the daughter of Sion,
Behold, thy King cometh .45 thee moek ‘and sitting upon an ass, and a colt
the foal of an ass”, mu*t 22:4&5, an! here it is clearly paraphrasing Zech. 9:9:
“Rejoice greatly, ® daughter of Zica; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: Behold
thy King com=tirunto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and
riding upon &n «ss, and upo:. a colt the foal of an ass”.

So, ‘Hosan:xa’~vas riiza out loudly in public, for the first time, in praise and
celebrativn, and it still forms the basis of what, in Christendom, is known as
Pue Sunday, whica is observed until this day in words and in deeds.

1 this conwaxt; it is: The shout of jubilation!

Alas, this event took place exactly five days before the Passover, during the
week leading to His crucifixion and death, when in less than one week, that
same mob, “cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him, .... We
have no king but Caesar”, John 19:15. They themselves, quite surprisingly,
concluded that: “His blood be on us and on our children”, Matt 27:25. A



rather poignant prediction of the reality that is still ravaging “The Nation’

* Hallel: is the Hebraic root of another well-beloved word: ‘Hallelujah’
meaning: Praise the Lord.

even until this generation, and will continue until He returns in His second
advent, at the restoration of the Millennial Kingdom of peace, only then “*iio
daughter of Jerusalem” will genuinely sing their Hosannas .

Finally, by the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the combination of n/eza :d
praiseis quite clearly observed in two consecutive verses in =2 %) namely:
v. 25 represents the supplication for salvation and deliverance, illowed hy
the shift to celebration and jubilation in v. 26.

All the Gospel references seem to be quoting the propuetic statements of
Ps. 118:25 & 26, in one form or another, either verb.tim or as paiaphrases,
with a variety of embellishments, as follows:

Matthew: “ Hosannato the Son of David .... #sannain the bighest”

Mark: “Blessed be the Kingdom of our rati.<r Davir, that cometh in the
name of the Lord: Hosannain the Fiphesc”

Luke: “Blessed be the King that ~ometh ir. the name of the Lord: peace in
heaven, and glory in the highe:t”

John: “Hosanna, Bless :d 1 tiie King oy Is:ael that cometh in the name of the
Lord”.

Is it any wonder tiiat the ponulace, though quoting from the Scriptures, was
rather confused and mixed un? Even those closest to the Lord, as St. John
recalls: “Th=se *hings nnders*ood not His disciples at the first: but when
Jesus wis gloriried, ther remembered they that these things were written
of Him”, yuhn 712:25.

L.ke vise, in our case “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part, but

w hea that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done
away”, 1 Cor; 13:9-10. In like manner, “the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us”, Rom. 8:26, and this leads us now, as Christians,
to the Spiritual applications of the word Hosanna in our time.



IV. The Spiritual Applications:

As we have already observed, in Psalm 118, there is a remarkable shift from
concern to confidence, the original plea of v.25: “Save now, | beseech thee”,
which, I may remind you, sounded like ‘Hosanna’ in Hebrew, has in v.26,
instantly changed to a proclamation of Salvation: “Blessed he that cometh
in the name of the Lord”, which may also be easily considered as a “thank

n

you”.

And as Hosanna preceded the O.T. quotations, either by a direct rete: 2nce:
“Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord”, Ps. 118:25. ct Yy the
contextual inference: “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He 1s.iust, and
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the feal of
an ass”, Zech. 9:9, accordingly, it has ever since become < shuut of piraise or
adoration.

In like manner, in the ‘Christian’ context, it first rel=1s to a cry °xpressing
an appeal for Divine assistance, when we feel, as ic were, ti.at we have come
to the end of ourselves and we need God tuintervene, r>licwing which we
return with our grateful thanks for His interventica.

Spiritually speaking, Hosanna exeinplifies the trarcition from pleading with
God for action, to thanking Him for the action w1ken, these are two separate
places in our relation with God. The one is .ot better than the other but we
need the former to react. tae ater, hcweer, this mindset shift will
empower us to conrec* w th God ia prayer in time of need and in worship
and adoration more often. We za» approach God through supplication or in
worship all the saine.

In other weils, 'when w: are at a place where we need God'’s intervention,
we can pirad ‘w.th Gro “piease save us”, exactly as intended in the original
use of ti.e word “/A'osannd’. And when we are connected with God and feel
like vo= are cveiflowing, we may shout praise in jubilation, this is also a
proreruse of “Husanna”, and it is applicable, not only in our Personal walk
witi: God, but also Masonically, Nationally and even Globally.

In conclusion, quoting the very famous words in the well-known anaphoric
refrain: “I have a dream”, by the gifted orator Martin Luther King, Jr., in his
rhetorical speech on the steps of Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C,, on
28t August 1963, nearly three score years ago, I too have a dream, but

paraphrasing it into, “I have a plea, that one day..., 1 have a plea today"“, in

the following four pleas:



1. To every individual:

‘I have a plea, that one day all my friends, all my family and loved
ones, and all my acquaintances might come to know The Lord Jesus Christ
as their personal Saviour, | have a plea today’.

And together with the Lord Jesus Himself | pray: “And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thox
hast sent”, John 17:3, that we might all be able to sing the Hosannas’ no
longer as a plea but in praise and rejoicing in the true impact of the a:t ci
our Saviour on the cross of Calvary, where each one of us had or.c» stood
crying to God for salvation, and consequently this will generatc 111 us all ar.
eternal gratitude as we give thanks for what He had done fc~ us.

2. To every ‘Christian’ Freemason:

‘I have a plea, that one day every professing "'rinitarian ci.ristian
Freemason, will become a member of the belo v £.ncient aad Accepted
Rite, | have a plea today’.

It is the one Order in Freemasonry whici. wrought “o.-dc ab chao’, for when
Masonry was de-Christianised in the 110 -eightecnin entury, it was the
A&A Rite that brought ‘Order out cfCkaos’, (ari in the nineteenth. And,
thankfully, our Supreme Counci. for Engla:d and Wales, in conjunction
with the Northern Jurisdictian of the USA, re mains the protector of the
virtues and principles of “Lrictianity 1pca which this Institution was
founded, namely: Faith in the Lorc Jesus, who is “The Way, the Truth and
the Life”, John 14:4,as that virtu¢ »vhich leads from earth to Heaven, Hope, as
the virtue whick support us whei oppressed by shame and sorrow, and
Charity as the parfection oi 2 rery Christian virtue.

3.7 e daticu:

‘. have 2. plca, that one day this Nation, which was once a ‘Christian’
country will r=turic to fear and revere God, I have a plea today'.

And as | join vith St. Paul, the Apostle: “I Would to God, that not only thou,
but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether, such as
I am”, Acts 26:29. That is what this Nation needs, to cry out to God for help
against all the moral degradation, the violence, the hedonistic immorality,
the shameful abuse and corruption, in order “that we may lead a quiet and
peaceabile life in all godliness and honesty”, 1 Pet 2:2.

4. To the whole World:




J

of Physical Cosmology is expressed as the ‘Big Bang’, so that what started
with a small singularity inflated over the subsequent billions of years to form
the cosmos, which includes all the celestial bodies, namely: the stars, planets
and moons, as well as the asteroids, meteors and comets, efc..., in the form
of massive galaxies. Interestingly, the already expansive universe is said to
be still expanding, before it will eventually implode.

However, even with today’s best technology, approximately 85% ~f a'
matter in the universe remain undiscovered, it is quite appropriate’:” givzn
the hypothetical descriptive term: Dark matter, which is also th .mglt “0 be
associated with an unfalsifiable energy, also aptly named: Da: ~ = e gy, that
is said to contribute nearly 70% of the total energy in the currently
‘observable’ universe. In like manner, in the center of m)<¢ of the zalaxies
there are supermassive Black holes .

You get the drift! We are literally still very n.'«ch ‘n the d7. * about this
inscrutable universe, with major gaps in our knawledge. ‘0. therein are
many ‘known unknowns’, which are things ve know we o't know, and
even more ‘unknown unknowns’, i.e., thin 2= we don’t 20y we don’t know.

It must also be recognised tha? ou. curren’ k~owledge is limited, it
applies to the ‘observable’ Univzi e <nly, whei. tiie emitted light of the
respective celestial bodies reariies *he Eartl. «na is detected either by one of
the fixed terrestrial observ=co.ies or by Jowu.e powerful orbital telescopes,
e.g., The Hubble Space Tric:cupe.

Bearing in mind that the distances involved are astronomical, which
are measured in te.nos of light-years, and given that one light-year is a
galactic distan:= equivalent to 5, 8 trillion (5.88 x 10*2) miles, accordingly,
and without st ting the ob rious, what is presently observed on earth, has in
fact taken many light vears to reach us, and thereby it must have already
been i e.ii= nce, 7. - he very least, for a considerable length of time, indeed
man,’ biliions of vear=. By way of an illustration, the light from the Sun, the
r.oavest stai to s, takes approximately 8 Minutes and 20 Seconds to reach
ti e earth, whic’s s only about 93 Million miles away, hence the sun is always
Jctually risen 8 minutes and 20 seconds before the hour of sunrise is
recorded. Likewise, all the galaxies we now see have actually existed long
before their light has reached us. It must, therefore, be appreciated that there
is quite a lot more out there, still waiting to be discovered when more light
eventually reaches the Earth.

The true age of the universe is, therefore, unknowable. It is estimated
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to be approximately 13.8 billion (thousand million), 13,800,000,000 years.
This is scientifically re-calculated with the more recent interpretation of the
phenomenon of microwave background radiation, i.e., the ‘echo’ left over
from the Big Bang, accordingly, the age of the universe is adjusted at 13.787
+ 0.02 billion (only a mere + 200 Million) years. This is confirmed further by
the more modern Probe and Spacecraft missions, in particular the Wilkinson
Anisotropy Probe, in 2001, of NASA (National Aeronautics and Sna-e
Administration) in partnership with the Johns Hopkins University v cie
USA, and subsequently, in 2013, by the Planck Spacecraft of thie ESA
(European Space Agency).

On the other hand, the Scripture gives no details of the iniuial creative
event, the so-called Big Bang, neither does it record any A: *a for detZrainizg
how long ago the Earth was created, however, under Yivine inspiiotivn, it
clearly indicates that the Creator God is eternai i« n.ature, for He is indeed
“the Ancient of days”, psn 7:9. And Moses, the rian of God aw! whiter of the
Book of Genesis, within the five Books know"1 as *ae Pentotech, in the only
Psalm * coined to his name, recorded: “B:t.re the moux*aj us were brought
forth, or ever thou hadst formed th: Ea:ith and tb¢ wworld *, even from
everlasting to everlasting Thou art Gz 1", Ps 90:2 ‘~.1,0 “hath appointed, His
Son, heir of all things, by whom zis» He marde the vorlds™ ", #ek 1:2, of whom
we also read: “In the beginnir g was The Wurd, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God ... Al' thiugs were n.ade by Him; and without Him was
not any thing made that was inade”, ioe1:182

The universe is ~ >t only rianv pillions of years old; it is also a vastly
expansive space whic conta’a a.' of everything in existence, the exact size
of which is like vise unknowal l=. It is arranged in innumerable galaxies, that

#* Or prcoab. r the group . 11 Ps; Ims, from 90 to 100

I= the Greck lanua te, vhere are two words for ‘world’, namely, kosmos and oikumené :
ko, wou. which mean. the order or arrangement of the universe, but it also refers to the beauty of
tu.* order, fro.* wh re we derive two English words: cosmotic which refers to the universe as a
\'hol:, and coome s the process of beautifying e.g., plastic or cosmetic surgical procedures. And
oikumes, § whir: signifies the inhabited Earth, politically-speaking, it has reference throughout
the N.T. to .. 2 Roman Empire or the Roman ‘world’. The ‘world’ also signifies the universality of
something, e.g., as in the ‘world’ of the economy or the ‘world’ of Arts, Science, or sport, etc... .
Finally, ‘world’ has an ‘ethical’ dimension: “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust the eyes, and the pride ofllife, is not of the Father, but is of the world”, 1 John 2:16. Likewise,
in reference to ‘worldliness’ we describe the state under which Satan has organized, or rather
disorganized, the ‘world’ of the unbelieving humankind, upon the cosmic principles of: force,
greed, selfishness, ambition and pleasure, which has materially caused the downfall of humanity.
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to be approximately 13.8 billion (thousand million), 13,800,000,000 years.
This is scientifically re-calculated with the more recent interpretation of the
phenomenon of microwave background radiation, i.e., the ‘echo’ left over
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+ 0.02 billion (only a mere £ 200 Million) years. This is confirmed further by
the more modern Probe and Spacecraft missions, in particular the Wilkinson
Anisotropy Probe, in 2001, of NASA (National Aeronautics and Spa:e
Administration) in partnership with the Johns Hopkins University cf e
USA, and subsequently, in 2013, by the Planck Spacecraft nf thc ESA
(European Space Agency).

On the other hand, the Scripture gives no details of the iniial creative
event, the so-called Big Bang, neither does it record any dz t=: for detesmining
how long ago the Earth was created, however, under v'ivine insph aticy, it
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“the Ancient of days”, pan. 79. And Moses, the rian of God ar< wiiter of the
Book of Genesis, within the five Books know( as t'ie Pentatench, in the only
Psalm * coined to his name, recorded: “Brc re the moui.tai).s were brought
forth, or ever thou hadst formed th. Earin and t»z world %, even from
everlasting to everlasting Thou art G=", s 90:2 ‘..o “hath appointed, His
Son, heir of all things, by whom 2zis% He¢ made the wurlds ™ ”, #eb. 1:2, of whom
we also read: “In the beginnirg was The Wit d, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God ... Al' thi..gs were n.ade by Him; and without Him was
not any thing made that was inade”, Lo 1:1&3.
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‘I have a plea that one day the entire 7.8 Bn inhabitants of the planet
earth might cry out for salvation, I have a plea today’.

There has never been a time, more than the present, when humankind, in
its entirety, has such a rude awakening , and we ought, as the whole of the
human race, to expeditiously and collectively return to God, who is ready te
intervene, only if we call upon Him, “For He saith, I have heard thee in a
time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: beholc
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation”, 2 Cor. v.2
Likewise, “we know that the whole creation groaneth and trav:iletn ia pain
together until now”, but it shall also “be delivered from the Lundage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God”, Ron.. 8:21 &2..

In the light of the above, the only hope for the world’s cusr¢nt stite of
affairs, under the immense global impact of the COVID-19 crisis is a return
to true godliness. This submicroscopic menace ot Coronavirus, although
reportedly is now less virulent it is still very n1cvz lent witi: a serious threat
imposed on life and stock. It has already affacuad, at the tin.e of writing on
315t August 2020, in excess of 25.5 M paope,and cotinue to rise by more
than 1M cases every four days, with 4 frigiitening randomness about who
and when it strikes down. Regrettakiy; chere have been well over 85 0,000
deaths, a daily average of more thaii 6K reoni=, since the beginning of the
pandemic which started in V. uhan in Chine on 315t December 2019.

The devastation continu=s, t'ie globa' st.ck markets are in freefall and the
world economy is i serivas turn:oil. People’s lives are shattered and the
sense of despair is prevalent, "W are far from any sort of triumph over this
brutal disease Thure is no >ffecuive universally accepted treatment and as
yet no vaccine has been{our d. Normality is a distant memory; I can’t even
remember the: 'ast time 1 shook the hands with anyone.

But we know that ‘here is a redeemer, if only the world may turn to Him in
a genu.ne plea ‘or help, as the Lord saith for all those who turn to Him “in
an 2cceptable vme ... I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of
tae people, v establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages”
Isa. 49:8. Believe me faith conquers, and the whole world may then return to
Him again. In the former Hosanna works as the plea for salvation and in
the later it is a celebration in adoration with praise and thanksgiving, and
the time will come, very soon, when “at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father” Phil. 2:10-11.
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is estimated to be at least 100 billion, each of which consists of well over 100
billion stars and planets. By way of an example, in our own galaxy, the Milky
Way, which is dwarfed by many other much larger galaxies, and is about
100,000 light-years across, wherein there is a minimum of 100 billion stars,
formed into planetary systems, and each star is having at least one planet
orbiting it, e.g., there are 8 planets in our solar system, in addition to dwarf
planets, moons, asteroids, and meteors, therefore, there is potentially wll
over 200 billion celestial bodies in our galaxy alone, which when repli :2*>a
to all of the presumed 100 billion galaxies in the ‘observable’ univer.=, we
can easily come up with a modest estimate of something in ex-uss of one
billion trillion, aka sextillion, that is for the mathematically minded, onc
thousand (10°) raised to the 7t power, i.e., 10%, that’s a let of zeros, ok ves

21 or to put it graphically: 1,000,000,000,000,000,000.(0: c~{esti~ b.dies.

Quite staggering, really!

Notwithstanding, for the purpose of tlds-Aticle, we shall shortly
narrow our lenticular focus on just one planct, our own Bluie,'Green Planet,
and on just one of its main inhabitants, tt e iitman racz Sv¥fice it to say, not
only because the former is equally fascinating, vat more importantly
because the latter is singled out fo. G d’s favew. pritially, “the Earth was
without form and void, tohu wa -2olu, an ! a~rk .ess was upon the face of
the deep”, Gen. 1:2 and not unli'ze any of t! = 0 ‘hor sextillion celestial bodies in
the universe, it was aimless.v hurtling alo..g, but whilst travelling endlessly
through space, the Mii'ty W: y galaxy we s pulling the Earth with it, which was
accurately positionca #  its peripuory, well away from the imploding Black
Hole.

The ag= «€ *he Earth is scientifically very accurately calculated, it is
reported to he approxiicacly 4.54 Billion years old. And on the 4t phase of
the creztio). it came in*o orvit around the sun, a star that is also scientifically
preven ‘o ke arcund +..5 Billion years old, nearly as old as the Earth. It came
inl o existence when “God said: Let there be lights in the firmament of the
hea 'en tu. d. 7id : the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for
seasoi s, ana for days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament
of the he.ven to give light upon the Earth; and it was so. And God made two
great lights; the greater to rule the day, and the lesser to rule the night ... And
God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the Earth, ...
and to divide the Light from the darkness”, Gen. 1:14-18.

The Earth is perfectly positioned at exactly the appropriate distance
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from the sun, namely: 92,955,807 miles, or 148,729,291 km, , as its source of
Light and to give it a precisely calculated supply of heat and energy, for if it
were just a few miles closer, it would have become scorching hot and
uninhabitable and a few miles farther away makes it ice-cold and unable to
sustain life. It is also tilted on its revolutionary axis at the precise angle of
23.5°, essential to cause the change of seasons. It travels at a staggeri=z
break-neck speed of nearly 67,000 miles per hour (107,200 kph), tha¥s
almost 20 miles (32 km) per second *, and covers nearly 584 Millinn ini.es
(934.4 M km) every year.

The Earth is also provided with a very rich supply of life .gi1ving wate -
71% of its surface, and the finely balanced life-presering atmosther.
including the protective Ozone shield, for now at least. A.d <0, Go K. we set
the scene for ‘life’ to begin on the Earth. And at the end swge of the 6% ‘vnase’
things were made ready for the grand finale of ti.= croavion, whon “God said:
Let us make man in our image, after our likeness . 2nd So (ol created man
in His own image, in the image of God creatc1 He'nim” Gei 258 27 And thus,
the Earth which in the physical sense is n Vunger tohr wo-F ohy, had become
an orderly habitable place, which was prepared to bo: or. upied by a Godlike
spiritual creature, vide infra.

In conclusion:

As we are fascinated by ine creatinn, we cannot but join David in
conceding to the Omris ieit God, ar< confess that: “Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me it 15" high, 1 cannot attain unto it", P 1396 The
aforementioned ‘i»ind-numbing . astronomical figures, coupled with the
logical sequercz in the creatior: « €the universe, in general, and planet Earth,
in particular, ca.:=ot conczivabiy be there by chance, it indicates the Divine
design whith is demenst-ted by the perfect harmony in the creation. It
provide: a seamless recouciliation of the Scripture narrative with the
paraier *xpianatior o 'the scientific discoveries.

In fin= moy I join David: “When I consider Thy heavens, the work of
sty fingers, t.> moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained: What is man,
that Thou 27t mindful of him? and the son of man, that Thou visitest him” ?
ps 8:32 4. This is surely the logical and progressive question which is herewith
proposed for the upcoming sections, in search for the appropriate answers!

* Only a ‘fraction’ faster than Usain Lightning Bolt, the fastest man on Earth and the world record
holder of 100 m in 9.58 sec, i.e,, almost 10.44 meters per second vs. 20 miles per second!
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I The Creation: “Tofu wa-60hu’, cen 12

% I begin by making the following 7 incontrovertible statements:

@ First, it is certainly undeniable that any discussion on the subject of
The creation will always be extremely difficult. The unfathomable mysteries
of the Universe are too vast to comprehend, and in order to appreciate it
immeasurable enormity, one just needs to extensively research voluminzus
tomes and just barely scratch the surface of only a very few arazirg :nd
fascinating facts, that are unceasingly upgraded with new discr rerie.

Secondly, thus far the scientists, particularly physicists, have always
considered that the physical world, and indeed the whu'e rf the visibi-
universe, is governed by the four pillars of the ‘four forces af nature’, nomely:
gravity, electromagnetism, the weak and the strony wuclear forces, which are
all quite fascinating indeed, however, scienceis ¢ dll exdlessly .o -discovering
these ‘old’ forces as well as unravel ‘new’ oncs, e.5., the recent discovery of
the so-called ‘fifth’ force of nature, the m'teus, or the my st rious X717, and
more especially the precise 115 -degrev-angie of dec.vvirg Helium, to name
but a few of previously unknown fac:=. 1 jkewise t.:<)ecent confirmation of
the existence of Higgs Boson at C!{P.N Instit>te, ret >cted the enormous gaps
in human knowledge, it has i1 onically bren a-bbed, even amongst the all-
knowing scientists, the “Goa s particle"!

@ Thirdly, it s 11y #.m belie: th.: the Holy Scripture is the infallible
Divine revelation 1> hun.ankind, - na although it neither claims any scientific
disquisition nor it is meant to L= a historical document, nevertheless, it is
authoritative and' in the origin.: words, is without error, for “all Scripture is
given by inspiration of Cad, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correctivn, [r instruciion it righteousness, so that the man of God may be
perfct, *hc: oughly i nished unto all good works”, 2 Tim. 3:16&17, so much so
that it correctlv ,aterpreted, rightly understood, and faithfully applied “the
“Wo1 1 of Goau be not blasphemed”, 7ius 2:5. Masonically-speaking , ‘it is the
wnerrivg stacdard of truth and justice’ and ‘were we conversant therein and
adherent “nereto, we cannot err’. Therefore, I would like to affirm my
strictest adherence to it.

@ Fourthly, it is not my intention to enter now into an endless and
often futile debate regarding the ‘creation vs. evolution’ of humankind, that’s
for a subsequent discussion, suffice it to say that the human race is indeed
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it was unavoidable in order to give the subject in hand the justice it deserves,
however, if you consider that the discourse is unjustifiably curtailed, I trust
that you will approve, it was so done in the interest of ‘brevity’.

Let us, therefore, take an emblematic journey from the beginning of
time, as far back as we conceivably can, to consider in some detail how the
Heavenly Divine Light has systematically wrought ‘ordo ab chao’ in timely
changes amidst the physical and spiritual tohu wa bohu’ of the chascdc
Earthly darkmess, and from thence, metaphorically, hitch-hike a Cr.ostiz,
ride to watch the predicted end of the world, in order to contempla .~ 0. Fow
that same beatific Light, in the very near future, will ultimately e ergo the
long-awaited spiritual regeneration of the contemporary faithless rL.umanity.

I hereby solicit your indulgence to consider the follow.»7 coo” ‘in.ted
and fully integrated stepwise series of 7 sequelae:

. The Creation: “Tohu wa-Bohu”*

II. TheFlood: “It grieved God at His he. rt”

[Il. The Cross: “Darkness over all th eurth”

IV. The Rapture: The ‘darknes~’ is left bebind

V. The Kingdom: A who'z \"il'snniun\ ~f [ izht & Peace
VL. The Promise: “Th new heavens ~ud a new earth”

VIL. The Finale: Sn-it.al Regei er: “ion and ‘ordo ab chao’

* Inmymother*:ngu~ Egyptian’ Arabic, The Hebrew words: toku wa bohu’ sound very much
like the words fo. 7as: and brag, e’ which reminded me of the following anecdotal story:

One sun mer ‘vening, =< a 4%-year old, while on holidays at Alexandria, a lovely coastal
Mediter anu an ci*/ in netih g, pt, my very dear and caring late mother reluctantly entrusted me
to my olu-r siblings an.' few cousins, I think 8 of them in total, and as we were probably playing
'hid~ a1 d seek’, L1 ;e Ye.utiful corniche, [ was somehow separated from the group and got Jost
an. ! Th, nkfully, ah.r < dite a few hours, [ was found, to my relief, and the relief of my distraught
«2o*aer. [w >sinfor med, later on inlife, that I was unable to speak for days, neither did my parents,
aln.ost certaii.'v “com the state of shock. The moral of the story is that when one is Jost there is
no room for any bragging, in like manner, as humanity is currently lost in spiritual darkness, vide
infra, there should be no place for bragging, or rather literally, tohu wa%aZ(and not) bohu!

P.S. Itis a well-known fact that one begins to build a lasting memory store at the age of 4
to Syears.andinmyme,thisquitestrmﬁxieventconsﬁmtedmyearliestmemory,inparﬁuﬂar
how it was very dark when I was found kneeling down in prayer somewhere behind a ‘tent’. The
rest, as they say, is history.



it was unavoidable in order to give the subject in hand the justice it deserves,
however, if you consider that the discourse is unjustifiably curtailed, I trust
that you will approve, it was so done in the interest of ‘brevity’.

Let us, therefore, take an emblematic journey from the beginning of
time, as far back as we conceivably can, to consider in some detail how the
Heavenly Divine Light has systematically wrought ‘ordo ab chao’ in tim-i y
changes amidst the physical and spiritual ohu wa bohu’ of the craow -
Earthly darkness, and from thence, metaphorically, hitch-hike a Ze/e<’ja/
ride to watch the predicted end of the world, in order to contemj\!ate 0’1 how
that same beatific Light, in the very near future, will ultimate v nuergo the
long-awaited spiritual regeneration of the contemporary faithless humanv.

I hereby solicit your indulgence to consider the fcilc arag cr wra'nated
and fully integrated stepwise series of 7 sequelae:

. The Creation: “Tohu wa-Bohu” *

II. TheFlood: “It grieved God at His "ear."

lII. TheCross: “Darkness over il *ae earth”

IV. The Rapture: The ‘darkn =<5’ is left beh::i0

V. TheKingdom: A whol: Miilenni.\m «fight & Peace
VL. The Promise: “The ..cw heavei.s and a new earth”

VIL. The Finale. Snir tual Regenc ation and ‘ordo ab chao’

*  Inmy mothe~to, o2, ‘Egyptinn’ Aravic, The Hebrew words: tohu wa bohu’ sound very much
like the words ‘or n>stand br~ee. g, which reminded me of the following anecdotal story:

Ore simm.r eveninge. a. a 4% -year old, while on holidays at Alexandria, a lovely coastal
Meditr ;T nean r.ty in nor’a “gypt, my very dear and caring late mother reluctantly entrusted me
to my lder siblings - nd i..v cousins, I think 8 of them in total, and as we were probably playing
‘hide ana seek’ cu e . eautiful corniche,  was somehow separated from the group and got Jost
<hh! ‘hankfully, (fe' quite a few hours, I was found, to my relief, and the relief of my distraught
m sther. ! was in.~rmed, later on in life, that I was unable to speak for days, neither did my parents,
a'most cen. in; from the state of shock. The moral of the story is that when one is Jost there is
no room for any bragging, in like manner, as humanity is currently lost in spiritual darkness, vide
infra, there should be no place for bragging, or rather literally, tohu waTad (and not) bohu!

P.S. Itis a well-known fact that one begins to build a lasting memory store at the age of 4
to 5 years, and in my case, this quite stressful event constituted my earliest memory, in particular
how it was very dark when [ was found kneeling down in prayer somewhere behind a ‘tent’. The
rest, as they say, is history.



made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.
And God called the firmament Heaven *. And the evening and the morning
were the second day”, or rather the second phase®, Gen 1:6- 8,

Notwithstanding, the word ‘Heaven’ in Scripture, as well as in the
other world philosophies, religions, and even popular culture, has a few ar.a
variable connotations. It is considered to be the highest, brightest “and
holiest place, and often used to describe God’s dwelling place, “Thus s=ith e
LORD, the heaven is my throne”, za 65:1, with all His Angelic hos : il i also
where the believer’s “spirit shall return unto God who gave i\, = des 127 Ir:
contrast ‘hell’, or sheol, is regarded as the lowest and darkest p:ace, whei =
the Devil and his armies are said to reside, and the spirits o¢ 2ll unkelever,
“shall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall be we °ping anu g. asiing
of teeth”, Maet 8:12 22:13 and 25:30. Consider what DaviJ, 2.2 the sweet Psalmist
of Israel, 2 sam 23:1 had once said: “Whither shxll 1 go from Thy Spirit? Or
whither shall I flee from Thy presence? If I aszend.4p intc heaven, Thou art
there; if | make my bed in hell (conceptual’y, dewn below’), t ¢hold, Thou art
there”, Ps 139788 . Accordingly, over t'e pcueration an imagery became
etched on the human mind to eluci 2*= wnat ‘oth=~world’, or the world of
spirits, in the form of a series of dun-es, whither th t which is above is called
heaven, and that which is below, 1s labelled 2. heil, from whence is derived
the expression: ‘the underwarl, chat is, o< course, in the moral rather than
in a spatial sense. This imag ry eventv.1lly developed the concept of ‘Seven’
or even ‘ten’, in som 2 cohwces, heavens. which s, in fact, only a figment of
human imaginatio.. whici has no -esemblance to reality nor does it have any
support whatsver from the Ho, 7 Scriptures.

Letu. attempt to unp ick what is involved in these short seven ‘loaded’
and pow~: S words: “God created the heavens and the earth”, Gen 7:2. But
first, it s vr<r hy to or.seive that, in addition to the this opening verse of the

% The etymoi <y 0.’ the Hebrew word shamayim is composed of 2 syllables, namely: shama,
m. anir g sky o 'oh, , and mayim, meaning water, and thus in Gen. 1 : 7, the area above the earth
~as filled . v sky-water, shamayim, and the earth below was covered by sea-water, yammim .

* Godis not limited by our 24-hour ‘day’, accordingly, I have advisedly used the term ‘phase’ or
period, rather than the Biblical ‘day’, in order to avoid any confusion with the earth’s solar day,
which has only come to existence after the creation of the sun in the 4t phase. Moreover “be not
ignorant of this one thing, that one ‘day’ is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day”, 2 Pet 3:8. That said, in the Genesis narrative each day’ covers an entire period
in consequential work of the creation, to which the concept of ‘evolution’ is coined.
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%as the Latin Title: “ordo ab chao” is jenerally auite a familiar

expression, which signifies in English ‘order out ~f chaos’ it is particularly
well known to us, in the Ancient and Accer ce d (:\&A) Rite, he.ng inscribed on
every 18 Certificate of the Supreme Cc.'nci: of the XA Y2// Degree of the A&A
Rite for England and Wales and its )iziricts and Clapters overseas, which
must always be duly explained a: #veiy prescnta ion thereof. The Hebraic
Subtitle: “tohu wa-bohu", wh'ch means ‘wi*. wut form and void’, however,
might be an intriguing ass 'rtivi. It comos from the 2nd verse of the 1st
Chapter of the Book of G :nesis: “And ile earth was without form and void:
and darkness was u..7 the face o€ ti.» Jeep”, Gen1:2. This universal original
physical darkness v~ expelled wien “God said: Let there be Jjght; and there
was light”, Gen.”.3, and the forrul.ss chaotic’ scene of the void and bleak
emptiness of Xe Carth wat putto ‘order” by Him who “upholds all things by
the word « € tlis power”, ke 1:3, and has chosen the Earth as “His footstool”,
Isa66:2, 0~ H: predeztin.ted co tread it, in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ,
our [ ora anu Saviour.

The thome or the initial physical darkness intertwined with Divinely-
intreduced 1~averial Jight is subsequently replicated in undulating cycles of
spirituar 2. kness within the human heart, which mercifully is likewise
interwoven with the Divinely-instituted heavenly light. Indeed, this cyclical
theme is the inspiration for the subject matter under discussion in this
‘short’ Treatise, which is herewith summarised in the following 2 triads:

* All “quotations” are taken from the Revised King James Bible - KJ¥, aka The Authorised Version



it was unavoidable in order to give the subject in hand the justice it deserves,
however, if you consider that the discourse is unjustifiably curtailed, I trust
that you will approve, it was so done in the interest of ‘brevity'.

Let us, therefore, take an emblematic journey from the beginning of
time, as far back as we conceivably can, to consider in some detail how the
Heavenly Divine Light has systematically wrought ‘ordo ab chao’ in timely-
changes amidst the physical and spiritual fohu wa bohu’ of the chastic
Earthly darkmess, and from thence, metaphorically, hitch-hike a Celesciz/
ride to watch the predicted end of the world, in order to contempl.*e ca how
that same beatific Light, in the very near future, will ultimatel; cn{e-go the
long-awaited spiritual regeneration of the contemporary faithless humanity:

I hereby solicit your indulgence to consider the follov iy coo di. ateu
and fully integrated stepwise series of 7 sequelae:

I. The Creation: “Tohu wa-Bohu”* V'

I[I. TheFlood: “It grieved God at His h.art”

III. The Cross: “Darkness over oI’ ti2 farth”

IV. The Rapture: The ‘darkne <’ s left behi.:d

V. TheKingdom: A whe'e *4i'.enniu v o: 1ight & Peace
VI. The Promise: “Tk > ncw heaven: and a new earth”

VIL. The Finale: Spiritaal Rege neition and ‘ordo ab chao’

* Inmymother tony -, ‘Egyptia’ Arabic, The Hebrew words: tohu wa bohu’ sound very much
like the words i~ Jos¢and bragin, v, which reminded me of the following anecdotal story:

One su.nme, evening as © 4%-year old, while on holidays at Alexandria, a lovely coastal
Medite: raw.=an .y in port’. k jypt, my very dear and caring late mother reluctantly entrusted me
to m 7 0. {er siblings a. d few cousins, I think 8 of them in total, and as we were probably playing
'hide . nd seek’, . th buautiful corniche, I was somehow separated from the group and got Jost,
A, h! T, ankfull ", aer quite a few hours, | was found, to my relief, and the relief of my distraught
v ther. [ +as info 'med, later on inlife, that I was unable to speak for days, neither did my parents,
ahaost certa. "' from the state of shock. The moral of the story is that when one is Jost there is
no room for any bragging, in like manner, as humanity is currently lost in spiritual darkness, vide
infra, there should be no place for bragging, or rather literally, tohu wa%ad (and not) bohu!

PS. Itis a well-known fact that one begins to build a lasting memory store at the age of 4
to 5 years, and in my case, this quite stressful event constituted my earliest memory, in particular
how it was very dark when I was found kneeling down in prayer somewhere behind a ‘tent’. The
rest, as they say, is history.
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the pinnacle of God’s creation, being the only ‘spiritual’ creature on the
Earth, that is capable of an intellectual communication, not only with one
another but also with the Almighty creator, who is likewise communicating
with the human race in quite diverse manners, vide infra.

@ Fifthly, we will observe a common thread of widespread darkness,
first encountered in the physical universe, which subsequently found i*s
way, in the spiritual sense, within the human heart. In the case of the foruaer,
just look up the sky on a cloudless and moonless night, especially ;< aw=y
from urban light pollution, so as to appreciate how dark the unive ez ctaally
is, but as for the latter, one only needs to tune in to any daily ."cx 5 Lulletin
orread the many printed sources to realise how awfully dark the 1.uman rac>
had become, being capable of inconceivable atrocious acts f inhuma-ijt yard
of such shocking and unbelievably evil deeds of incredib'e heinous ¢ ¥mus.

@ Sixthly, in a striking contrast, “God is Light, 'na ‘n Him is ..o darkness
atall”,1/ohn 1:5. Indeed, He is altogether the sou: ce 2t light, far we know that
“every perfect gift is from above, and cometh ¢ "wi: from the ¥ather of Lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither is 37y shadow of ning”, james 1:17.
According to the Scripture, the very first act in the c.e2don narrative was
that: “God said: Let there be Zight, and. {n:re was Yigut. And God saw the light,
that it was good, and God divided e light fro1> the darkness”, Gen 1:38 4. It
is not at all surprising that sub :equently "< [ight has invariably prevailed.

@ Finally, and mostsinificantly. as the light of God had first overcome
the darkness of the »'ni\e. =<, which i: lit ap by the shimmering lights of the
sextillion glittering star., in likc menner humankind is, collectively and
individually, invited to pe illuraizi~a by Him who says: “I am the Light of the
World; he that tulloweth me shail not walk in darkness but shall have the
light of life”, ,~n u:12.

With £a's in i 4, Iet us now, my dear friends, begin at the beginning:

» dare say y u recollect the opening words of the creation narrative in
the Coriptuere. “In the beginning God created the heaven/s * and the earth”,
Ge. 1:1, and thau shortly afterwards, “God said, Let there be a firmament in
ti.e midst of _.ne waters, and let it di\éde the waters from the waters. And God

* The Hebrew word for ‘Heavens’ is shamayim; Gen. 1:1, which is wrongly translated in the
KJV in the singular ‘heaven’, however, almost all the other English translations have correctly
identified it as the 'heavens’, in the plural, which is also the case in the Arabic Bible: Samawat’,
the plural of Samag, a very subtle but significant difference, as we shall discuss very shortly.
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the pinnacle of God's creation, being the only ‘spiritual’ creature on the
Earth, that is capable of an intellectual communication, not only with one
another but also with the Almighty creator, who is likewise communicating
with the human race in quite diverse manners, vide infra.

@ Fifthly, we will observe a common thread of widespread darknes:.
first encountered in the physical universe, which subsequently foun s
way, in the spiritual sense, within the human heart. In the case of the ‘ormcr,
just look up the sky on a cloudless and moonless night, especia’ly if away
from urban light pollution, so as to appreciate how dark the uni +ors~ actually
is, but as for the latter, one only needs to tune in to any dai ,” ows bullefir,
orread the many printed sources to realise how awfully dark the human 1oce
had become, being capable of inconceivable atrocious ~¢*s of inhu-ac nity and
of such shocking and unbelievably evil deeds of increuble heinous ~rimes.

@ Sixthly, in a striking contrast, “God is Ligi.t, ai.d in Hira iz no darkness
atall”,1/on 1:5. Indeed, He is altogether the s(vive of light, for we know that
“every perfect gift is from above, and comet.: down from ti>e Father of Lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither 7 aay shadovr ol turning”, femes 1:17
According to the Scripture, the very iirst act in the =<eation narrative was
that: “God said: Let there be Jigh aiid there wes liglit. And God saw the light,
that it was good, and God divid-d the ligit fram the darkness”, Gen 1:38 ¢. It
is not at all surprising that s \bsnquent.v Y's Light has invariably prevailed.

@ Finally, and m s significap:'v, as the light of God had first overcome
the darkness of th= u.ivzise, whic, is it up by the shimmering lights of the
sextillion glitteiing stars, in i.ke manner humankind is, collectively and
individually, invited to be iliviv ined by Him who says: “I am the Light of the
World; he *hau f5lloweth me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the
light of Jifc”. josn 8:22.

V% this i7y2ind, let us now, my dear friends, begin at the beginning:

[ dare say'vou recollect the opening words of the creation narrative in
U, Scriptu_e: | In the beginning God created the heaven/s * and the earth”,
Gen 1:*, and that shortly afterwards, “God said, Let there be a firmament in
the miact of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God

* The Hebrew word for ‘Heavens' is ‘shamayim’ Gen. 1:1, which is wrongly translated in the
KJV in the singular heaven’, however, almost all the other English translations have correctly
identified it as the heavens’, in the plural, which is also the case in the Arabic Bible: Samawat’,
the plural of Samag, a very subtle but significant difference, as we shall discuss very shortly.



Scripture, correctly translated, there are many descriptive references of the
‘Heavens’, in the plural. In the KJV, the first is in Deut 10:14 : “Behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens is the LORD’s thy God”, which was quoted,
verbatim, by King Solomon in his prayer at the Dedication of the Temple at
Jerusalem: “Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee;
how much less this house that I have builded?” 1 Kings 8:27 and 2 Chron. 6:18.

Nevertheless, there is only one explicit reference which mentiozus ©
numeral with respect to the heavens, it appears in the 2nd Epistle to the
Church in Corinth and the Christians in the surrounding Province ~f . (chaea,
i.e,, modern-day Greece, which was penned by the Apostle Paui vvh 1s. he was
in Macedonia, around AD 57, probably influenced by the conten.poraneous
culture of the time and place, he wrote, almost certainly re re:ring to hirasclf:
“I knew a man in Christ, above fourteen years ago, wh »ther in tae hody, |
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: Cna 2nly knoweth; such
an one caught up to the third heaven”, 2 cor. 12 1.2 then ce-tinved in his
discourse, explaining in v. ¢: “how that he wa:, causht up inte paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lwfu! for a man to atter”. As such,
he clearly equates the third’ heaven \vith »sradise v.nich was in fact the
same term that we heard from the Lo.d Tesas whil< € = the Cross, as He “said
unto him (i.e,, the penitent thief ): v, ril; I say nntu tliee, today shalt thou be
with me in paradise®, Luke 23-43 1t 1. “aerefor >, quice safe to consider that the
‘third” Heaven is the place v herz che spin® (4.B. not the soul), of the faithful
believers ‘when at last driv >red from he burden of the flesh, shall wing its
ethereal flight to the vnoxlored e¥ouns: of Heaven'.

Notwithstanai: g, wher the Lord Jesus said: “In my Father’s House
are many mar.ions”, john 14:2 was He referring to a different place than
paradise? erc, 1 make nc apology not to enter into any speculation as to
whether ‘u.e Father’s hous? and the paradise are spatially different or
tempni Al divergear, because it will be futile: “for we now know in part ...
But when that wici.is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
Gume awav”, 1 co. 15:9810 , SO to put it simply, we just don’t know!

Forasn.ich as there is a “third” heaven, itis quite natural and perfectly
legitimate %o ask the following questions: how many more, and what and
where are the other Heavens! The answers, however, will also be a matter of
conjecture and speculations, nonetheless they are still quite fascinating.

Itis suggested, however, thatthe first’ heaven is the atmosphere, which
is that vital and life-preserving circumferential gaseous ring around the



Scripture, correctly translated, there are many descriptive references of the
‘Heavens’, in the plural. In the KJV, the first is in Deut 10-1¢ - “Behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens is the LORD’s thy God", which was quoted,
verbatim, by King Solomon in his prayer at the Dedication of the Temple at
Jerusalem: “Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee;
how much less this house that I have builded?” 1 Kings 8:27 and 2 Chron. 6:18.

Nevertheless, there is only one explicit reference which mentions a
numeral with respect to the heavens, it appears in the 2nd Epistle tz the
Church in Corinth and the Christians in the surrounding Province o, 4¢ 3223,
i.e., modern-day Greece, which was penned by the Apostle Paul w.oiix he: was
in Macedonia, around 4D 57, probably influenced by the contemporaneous
culture of the time and place, he wrote, almost certainly refe1 riag to hirielf:
“I knew a man in Christ, above fourteen years ago, wietv.er 1n the by,
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: Ged an.%y knoweth; such
an one caught up to the third heaven”, 2 cor 12:2 %e then cont:- ued in his
discourse, explaining in v ¢: “how that he was Ciugnt up inte poradise and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not law#i! tura man to ut.2r”. As such,
he clearly equates the third” heaven with por=dise, whiich was in fact the
same term that we heard from the Lord "esus whilst a2 *~e Cross, as He “said
unto him (i.e, the penitent thief ): Ve- 1.7 L zay unto ti.=€, today shalt thou be
with me in paradise®, Luke 23-43_1t i3 tiievefore, qute safe to consider that the
“third” Heaven is the place whe e h~ spirit, |L.b. not the soul), of the faithful
believers ‘when at last delivzicd from th: burden of the flesh, shall wing its
ethereal flight to the unex lo==d expans o/ Heaven'.

Notwithstanding vhen the Lurd Jesus said: “In my Father’s House
are many mansic=s”, john 14:2 wzs e referring to a different place than
paradise? Here, i make no a} ology not to enter into any speculation as to
whether the ‘%ather’s haise .nd the paradise are spatially different or
temporaiiy civea gent, Lcrause it will be futile: “for we now know in part ...
But when that whicli is rerfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done avray”, 162579, 50 to put it simply, we just don’t know!

Forasmuch as thereisa “third” heaven, itis quite natural and perfectly
lezivmate to ask the following questions: how many more, and what and
where are the other Heavens! The answers, however, will also be a matter of
conjecture and speculations, nonetheless they are still quite fascinating.

Itis suggested, however, that the %irst’ heaven is the atmosphere, which
is that vital and life-preserving circumferential gaseous ring around the



Earth, and the ‘second’ heaven is the vast space beyond, where all the
celestial bodies are to be found in a constant motion. The combined first’
and second’ heavens are referred to as the ‘firmament’, vide supra, Gen. 1:6-8.
Conceptually, they were jointly brought into existence in the second ‘phase’
of the creation. The firmament may, therefore, be safely described as those
two distinct sequential regions, in the form of the limited atmospheric belt
around the Earth, beyond which is the very expansive ‘space’.

The atmosphere is approximately 60 miles in thickness, it ~xten s
from the surface of the Earth to reach the edge of space. It is ~etzinzd in
position by the gravity of the Earth. Placed within its lower re_ i is the “air’
we breathe, which has a finely balanced gaseous content, and is ~enewed ‘n
the measured cycles of Oxygen, Carbon dioxide, Nitrogen, a7.d water vipuur,
which sustains all plant and animal life on Earth. TLer.in aiso lics (he rain-
generating clouds, which constantly provide fer 2he life-sustaining liquid
water, aka the elixir of life *. This crucial entity is a blessing £'on. above, do
we not c_éiloquially say ‘the heaven opened’ *vhep .t rains, Ma: 3:19, especially
when it does so heavily? As it had done 1. Noah’s tim>: “\he windows of
heaven were opened”, Gen 7:11/ In add):«on ty air and v.ater, the atmosphere
maintains the property of atmospie=ic pressuie, vhich is the essential
indicator of the weather.

More significantly, in th2 ppermos. 2cioas of the atmosphere, aka the
stratosphere, at about 22 n.iles (35.2 Kms), and beyond, above the surface
of the Earth, there is a very speciz( U ygen compound, 05, called Ozone,
which was first discuve =d in 1973, by two French physicists, Charles Fabry
and Henri Buisson. 1. is quite ¢=sential to absorb most (~ 97 - 99%) of the
harmful ultravialet solar radia“iun, an important protective function known
as the 0zo. 2 Si%eld, the denletion of which threatens life on Earth, vide infra.

- Tle second’Hecven is equally fascinating, so much so that David,
ame zea 1t God’s cr:a'.on, said: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmamer? sh>weth His handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and
2igh® unte nieb: sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language,
where *heir voice is not heard”, ps 19:7-3 Although these immortal words
were utte.ed over 3000 years ago, they still ring true in the 275t century, as
new information is constantly added and scientific discoveries never cease.

The universe is believed to have burst into being, which in the terms

* ps. Contrary to popular conception, the true ‘elixir of life’ is water, it is certainly not whisky.



Earth, and the second’ heaven is the vast space beyond, where all the
celestial bodies are to be found in a constant motion. The combined %rst’
and ‘second’ heavens are referred to as the ‘firmament’, vide supra, Gen. 1:6-8.
Conceptually, they were jointly brought into existence in the second ‘phase’
of the creation. The firmament may, therefore, be safely described as those
two distinct sequential regions, in the form of the limited atmospheric belt
around the Earth, beyond which is the very expansive ‘space’.

The atmosphere is approximately 60 miles in thickness, it cxterds
from the surface of the Earth to reach the edge of space. It is etired in
position by the gravity of the Earth. Placed within its lower repior is the air’
we breathe, which has a finely balanced gaseous content, and is renewed n
the measured cycles of Oxygen, Carbon dioxide, Nitrogen, 2:1d water wipuyr,
which sustains all plant and animal life on Earth. Tiervin also liés Whe sain-
generating clouds, which constantly provide fer e life-sustaining liquid
water, aka the elixir of life ™. This crucial entityis a blessmg +om above, do
we not co]loqulally say ‘the heaven opened’ *vher it rains; sa: 2:16 especially
when it does so heavily? As it had done v. Noah’s tim>: ‘the windows of
heaven were opened”, Gea 711/ In add:'on 0 air and vvaer, the atmosphere
maintains the property of atmospoeric pressuis; wvhich is the essential
indicator of the weather.

More significantly, in th= 1ppermos. vacioas of the atmosphere, 2ka the
stratosphere, at about 22 n:les (35.2 Kms), and beyond, above the st surface
of the Earth, there is a very speciz| G ygen compound, Os, called Ozone,
which was first discove: =d in 1913, by two French physicists, Charles Fabry
and Henri Buisson. 1. is quite ¢ssential to absorb most (~ 97 - 99%) of the
harmful ultravinlet solar radia*on, an important protective function known
as the 0zo.. 2 Si.ield, the devletion of which threatens life on Earth, vide infra.

- The second’Hecven is equally fascinating, so much so that David,
amg zea at God's cr:3.ion, said: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the fitmamer* suaweth His handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and
Nignt unte nieht sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language,
where their voice is not heard”, s 19:7-3. Although these immortal words
were utte.ed over 3000 years ago, they still ring true in the 275 century, as
new information is constantly added and scientific discoveries never cease.

The universe is believed to have burst into being, which in the terms

* ps. Contrary to popular conception, the true ‘elixir of life’ is water, it is certainly not whisky.
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A Plea for Salvation or The Shout of Jubilation!
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;%W is a very precious word which is 1 coitly, ence

again, used by the compilers of our beloved Masonirc kitual in the beautiful
Christian Order of the Ancient and Accepted (A&A) Rite. It is. Of vourse a
Biblical and Liturgical word, which is popular buch in Judaism and in
Christianity. In the Holy Scriptures, howevzi itvis expressly found only in
the New Testament (N.T.), six times in t"e Lospels, noniely: Matt 21:9& 15,
Mark 11:9-10,and John 12:13.*

Hosanna’ is invariably defin *d.in all 1..nacra Dictionaries as: “an
expression of enthusiastic praisv.2doraticn ana acclamation”, as it has
come to be used in the N.T “iimc. Notwithstanding, originally it is thought
to be derived from the Hehicw word, Hoshana, or rather Héshi’ah’nna,
meaning: “Save now, e pray” as 1 >counted in the Tanakh, i.e. the Hebrew
Bible, the textual cource for the ‘Ciristian’ Old Testament (0.T.), either in
an explicit re{=rence, exemplified in Ps 118: 25, or within the contextual
inferences of 9s. 118:26 .na .ech. 9: 9, vide infra.

Itis my ‘ntuntion in this reatise to examine, in some details, this rather
poweriul exclamaticn and much-treasured word, Hosanna, under the
followinz four hea<ings:

. Its»lace in the A&A Rite Ritual
II. Etymology and exact meaning
III. Biblical Origin and relevant Contexts

IV. Spiritual Applications
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having made peace through the blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile all
things unto Himself; whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath He reconciled”, cot 1:19-21, “To wit, that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself’, 2 cor. 5:19, and hence, we are “a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darka.'ss
into His marvellous Light”, 1 pet 2:9.

At this juncture, it might be profitable to reappraise ‘“e v-rious
dispensations within the context of spiritual regeneration:

1. At The Creation, the Earth was singled out from among therestof
God’s marvemwork, for it is written: “It is He “n..« <itteth apon the
circle of the Earth”, 1sa 40:22, and has called it “my futstool”, sa 662, and it
became quite special to Him because He has preu st ated thre His beloved
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, will eventually tread u~n it “in f~shivn as a man”,
Phil 2:8, as He “works all things after the coun. <l o His own ‘Wr.1”, Bph. 1:11. For
that very reason, the initial state of toht' vz bohu, ... i dark, void, and
bleak planet, was changed and the Eara: was madr in’»>Yitable and ready to
receive the human race, as the pinnacle )f God’s -reat on. At this culminating
event “God saw everything that F e n7d mac'=, and vehold, it was very good”,
Gen. 1:31, S0 that this utter satis ‘action wz . o1, ly expressed when He “created
man in His own image”, Gen . 26827, as the o\.'y spiritual being with whom He
might have cognisant fe lov/ship ara \» whom He has also entrusted this
@sthetically pleasinz “tlue Planc, 1ot only once but twice, Gen 2:5 & 94,
supposedly to look o =r it and *o cherish it.

Wistfully, it is abused b, the Human race, not only in the material
Sense, vide . fra, out wos 2= till, it is bankrupted spiritually, “As by one man,
Adarn, s n entered ino the world”, and from henceforth an evil thread of
Spiri ua' aarsness ba: dominated amongst the successive generations of his
po:teiity, “for aly have sinned”, Rom. 5:12, and we started to have a glimpse of
the ‘hemc o sp ritual darkness threading its way throughout the human
h story The -anctity of life was ignored, as humankind became a murderous
race, the institution of marriage and matrimonial vows are no longer
respected, and we witnessed the trend of sexual immorality, fornication, and
‘free love’ prevailing on the Earth. “Because that which may be known of God
is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible
things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and

and
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